Composite grafting for eyelid reconstruction.
Viable composite grafting is a technique used in eyelid reconstruction in which the graft is obtained from the contralateral eyelid. We reviewed the charts of 51 patients who underwent composite grafting of the eyelid since 1983. The average horizontal length of the defect repaired with this technique was 17.3 mm, and the most common indication for its use was basal cell carcinoma. Postoperatively, 39 (91%) of the 43 patients with available measurements had within 2.0 mm of palpebral fissure symmetry. Furthermore, this method of reconstruction allows survival of the eyelid margin and eyelid margin cilia. Composite grafting of the eyelid is a valuable method for eyelid reconstruction that provides acceptable cosmetic results.